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CaraConference 2021
Thursday, September 16: Panel Discussion

How to Advocate for 
Policy Change
Introduction: Adam Reilly | Moderator: William Booth
Panelists: Alana Jochum, Ali Trianfo and Mike Weir, MPH
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Equality Ohio 
Statewide Advocacy 101



Who is Equality Ohio?

Equality Ohio advocates and educates and to achieve fair treatment and equal 
opportunity for all Ohioans regardless of their sexual orientation or gender 

identity or expression. We do this through:

● St a t e h o u se  a n d  Ag e n cy a d vo ca cy
● Mu n ic ip a l p o licy w o rk

● Le g a l Clin ic
● P u b lic  Ed u ca t io n  P ro g ra m m in g

We are always here as a resource! Yo u  ca n  a sk u s  a n yt h in g  in  
a  ju d g e m e n t -fre e  sp a ce  b e ca u se  w e  a re  h e re  t o  h e lp  yo u .



HB61 & SB132: Transgender Athlete Bans

The “Save Women’s Sports Act” Summary:

● Bans youth athletes (K -12, State 
Institutions of Higher Ed.) from playing 
on the team that aligns with their 
gender identity rather than their sex 
assigned at birth.

● Directly attacks Ohio High School 
Athletic Association and NCAA’s 
policies on providing an inclusive 
environment for transgender athletes.

● Sponsors: Reps. Jena Powell & Reggie 
Stoltzfus, Senator Kristina Roegner

What are the current OHSAA policies?

● In the state of Ohio , transgender girls can 
play on a girls team if they show they have 
completed at least one year of hormone 
replacement therapy.

● In fact, OHSAA has made just 48 
transgender rulings in the past 5 years, 
including 11 transgender female approvals. 
The OHSAA denied two students because they 
didn’t supply all the necessary paperwork and 
medical information to allow officials to make an 
informed decision. 

https://ohsaaweb.blob.core.windows.net/files/Eligibility/OtherEligibiltyDocs/TransgenderPolicy.pdf
https://www.cleveland.com/open/2021/04/ohio-legislature-to-see-bills-critics-say-are-anti-transgender.html
https://www.cleveland.com/open/2021/04/ohio-legislature-to-see-bills-critics-say-are-anti-transgender.html


Ohio is currently in its 134th legislative session. Each session lasts 
t w o  ye a rs  (e a ch  st a t e  is  d iffe re n t ) a n d  a id e s/s t a ff a re  a ro u n d  a ll ye a r 
lo n g .

Th e re  a re  t w o  ch a m b e rs: Th e  Ho u se  a n d  Se n a t e . 

● Yo u  ca n  st a rt  t o  b e t t e r u n d e rst a n d  t h e  le g isla t ive  p ro ce ss b y 
firs t  fin d in g  yo u r la w m a ke rs . You can find your Ohio 
Senator and Representative here : 

● Re p re se n t a t ive s a n d  Se n a t o rs  sponsor b ills  in  b o t h  
ch a m b e rs, a n d  o ft e n  in t ro d u ce  t h e  sa m e  b ill o n  b o t h  s id e s t o  
m o ve  it  fo rw a rd  (co m p a n io n  b ills).
○ For example: HB (House Bill) 61 and SB (Senate Bill) 132 are 

the same bill in different chambers. 

The Ohio Legislature 101

https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislators/district-maps
https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislators/district-maps


Next, you can get an idea of what standing committees there are and what committee 
t h e  b ill you ’re  in t e re st e d  in  is  cu rre n t ly in . 

○ Hou se  
○ Se n a t e

What is a standing committee?

A com m it t e e  is  a  ke y p a rt  o f t h e  le g is la t ive  p roce ss  w h e re  la w m a ke rs  ca n  d iscu ss , 
a m e n d , a n d  vo t e  on  a  b ill in  a  sm a lle r se t t in g  b e fo re  it ’s  vo t e d  t h rou g h  t h e  le g is la t u re .

You r in vo lve m e n t  is  c ru c ia l t h rou g h ou t  t h is  p roce ss , b u t  t h e  m a jo rit y o f p u b lic  
in vo lve m e n t  h a p p e n s w h e n  a  b ill is  in  com m it t e e  a n d  in  in d e p e n d e n t  ou t re a ch  from  
con st it u e n t s . You can help with both of these parts. 

For e xa m p le : HB61 a n d  SB132 a re  b o t h  a ss ig n e d  t o  com m it t e e s: 

Hou se  P rim a ry a n d  Se con d a ry Ed u ca t ion  

Se n a t e  W orkfo rce  a n d  Hig h e r Ed u ca t ion

The Ohio Legislature 101

https://ohiohouse.gov/committees
https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/committees/senate-committees
https://ohiohouse.gov/committees/primary-and-secondary-education
https://ohiosenate.gov/committees/workforce-and-higher-education
https://ohiosenate.gov/committees/workforce-and-higher-education


How the Timeline Works:

Before After

Finding a Sponsor
Finding someone to introduce your idea 
(You want support from both parties)

Bill is Introduced
The bill is actually assigned 
a number, Introduced in 
committee by a sponsor(s)

Committee Hearing
Testimony on bill in committee (4-5 
hearings) 

*A bill must be given a 1st hearing

Floor Votes
Repeat on the other side 
once passed

(Two Year Terms!)

Writing the Bill
Gett ing a Sponsor, Co-
sponsor, etc. Bipart isan is 
always best!

Signed or vetoed by the governor



What You Can Do:

You have a unique perspective on 
this issue. Sharing your story will 
make a real difference!

Everyone is different. One of these 
methods might fit best for you, but 
Everyone’s contribution to this 
movement matters.

There are lots of ways to get involved:

● W rit in g  P e rso n a l Te st im o n y 
● W rit in g  a n  Op in io n  P ie ce  o r LTE
● Sp e a kin g  t o  Yo u r La w m a ke r

Re a ch  o u t  t o  u s  t o  h e lp  yo u  g e t  s t a rt e d !



Questions?

Connect with your panelists today!

Alana Jochum, Esq.
Executive Director, Equality Ohio

alana@equalityohio.org. 

Ali Trianfo
Operations Manager, Government 

Strategies Group, LLC
atrianfo@govstrategies.com

Mike Weir
Senior Manager, 

Policy & Legislative Affairs, 
NASTAD 

mweir@nastad.org

mailto:alana@equalityohio.org
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